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Self -Assessment 

Last semester was incredibly informative, and I learned a great deal about myself as a 

writer, my strengths as well as my weaknesses. On a personal level, I tend to focus on my 

shortcomings as they are the areas that require improvement, but I’m beginning to grasp I should 

concentrate on my strengths because they will help me achieve balance and aid in my self-

improvement. In the past, I wrote to share myself with the world and invoke emotions. In this 

class, I have to learn how to convey information without relying on Pathos while still providing 

my perspectives, which will be challenging, but that is how I grow. 

Strengths 

I have a decent vocabulary, grasp of structure, and an understanding of organization.  I 

am confident in my ability to express myself through writing and the kind of thinking that 

requires, choosing the correct tone for the genre, as well as my ability to learn and adapt 

accordingly. The research report last semester was the hardest and my least favorite, so I am 

looking forward to practicing and becoming more proficient writing in the sciences. 

Improvement Goals 

My goals for this semester are to stop relying so heavily on Grammarly(the mistake I 

make most often is forgetting the comma before the coordinating conjunction), refine my 

research system, become more proficient at creating thesis statements, and learn the new APA 

guidelines. I also need to work on using Logos and Ethos more than Pathos in my writing. 

Things to keep in mind for the semester: avoid getting sidetracked during research, recognize the 

line between too many and not enough sources, do not rely on Word for reference formatting, 

and try not to rely on Chris so much. 
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Learning Goals 

I am not sure this is feasible, but I would like to learn how to write a science paper that is 

engaging and enjoyable to read. Of all the articles I read last semester, only two were pleasant; 

the rest were extremely dry, dull, and often overwhelming. While I realize that is the nature of 

the beast for research, I do not plan on going into research; since mental health is already a tricky 

subject the majority of people avoid, I’d like to find a way to write that makes mental health 

information accessible and engaging to readers.  

Future Use 

I am taking Biology and Psychology this semester, so writing in the sciences is crucial. 

Since I’m pursuing my Bachelor’s in Science, I will be using the skills I learn in this class for 

pretty much everything in my academic career as well as my chosen profession. I also hope to 

find a way to learn more about creative writing, as it is something I enjoy immensely. 

  

 


